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PRINCETON, NJ, May 16, 2019. Yesterday, after exactly 200 hours of occupation of the lawn in 
front of Nassau Hall, students called off the sit-in portion of the protest to support survivors who 
have been unduly retraumatized by triggering content and administrative silence this week. The end 
to the sit-in was preceded by a meeting between six student delegates and President Christopher 
Eisgruber. In this meeting, the students listed their grievances. President Eisgruber expressed his 
sympathy but recused himself of any responsibility to the matter saying his job is to respect 
procedures.  
 
The students asked President Eisgruber to attend a town hall meeting, ensure transparency in the 
promised summer faculty-student committee meetings, and guarantee that the administration would 
respond to the 11 calls for reform by September 23. President Eisgruber denied all three requests. 
President Eisgruber again paid no heed to the fact that the person chairing the external review, 
Provost Deborah Prentice, is known for previous mishandlings of Title IX cases and is, by 
definition, not external. He claimed that it is not his job to oversee the operations of this University 
and stated that he has faith in the very same processes whose corruption is indisputably 
demonstrated by survivor testimony. In his own press release, President Eisgruber stated that these 
reforms must be done “in a way that is deliberative, well-informed, fair, and open to all views and 
perspectives.” While the current protestors’ platform includes proven methods for preventing sexual 
and interpersonal violence on college campuses, most of the calls for reform simply ask for the 
University to fulfill their legal obligations mandated by federal law. These issues should have been 
fixed in 2014 after an investigation into the University’s Title IX procedures by the U.S. Department 
of Education’s Office for Civil Rights in which the University was deemed noncompliant. It remains 
unclear why adherence to these standards continues to be treated as a controversial issue. 
 
Before this meeting, student protestors had hoped President Eisgruber and other key administrators 
would attend a town hall meeting next week to hear diverse perspectives from a larger swath of the 
student body. This town hall would be moderated by the confidential and impartial ombuds office. 
In the meeting yesterday, President Eisgruber declined to attend this town hall, stating that he did 
not wish to be the center of attention. When asked whether he has spoken personally with survivors 
before, President Eisgruber said that he cannot meet with every student. Individuals report that he 
has repeatedly and consistently refused to meet with past survivors who wished to discuss the Title 
IX process.  
 
In response to President Eisgruber’s obstinacy on this issue, the protestors have decided to return 
agency to survivors by holding their own town hall for community members to express their 
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grievances, share their experiences, and seek ways to make campus safer. The protestors will focus 
the next two weeks on creating grassroots structures external to the administration that can aid 
survivors. This town hall will be open to all (including administrators), but it is required that one 
agree to enter the space with the intent of truly listening to student voices.  
 
The administration has responded to the protest with misdirection, intimidation from both 
administration and open expression monitors, and public statements devoid of actual substance 
or action. The protestors look to garner more alumni support for their movement during reunions. 
 


