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PRINCETON, NJ, May 14, 2019. In response to pressure from a coalition of student demonstrators who have 
been sitting in on the lawn of Nassau Hall for over a week, the University administration has finally begun to 
take steps to hear our concerns regarding the handling of sexual and interpersonal violence at Princeton. While 
we celebrate these accomplishments, we remain aware of the degree to which the University has attempted to 
obstruct efforts at reform, limited our free expression, and disgracefully questioned the credibility of survivors 
throughout this process. Notably, the University, through its spokesperson Ben Chang, called the anonymous 
testimonies shared by survivors “simply inaccurate or incomplete.” This claim of superior knowledge about 
students’ confidential experiences and attempt to defame and discredit sexual assault survivors is an act of 
discursive violence. We believe survivors, and we will not let the administration rest until we can ensure that 
they will meaningfully and justly implement the necessary changes that we have requested. 

Every overture on the part of the University has come with significant limitations. On May 13th,  six 
representatives and three stenographers from Princeton IX Now were invited to meet with the Faculty-Student 
Committee on Sexual Misconduct and the University Student Life Committee. The invitation articulated that 
our delegates would be unable to negotiate for the content of our calls for action during this meeting, to which 
the administration has not yet directly responded. 

In the joint committee meeting, PIXR representatives presented VP Calhoun with a list of actionable 
steps to demonstrate a commitment to remedying the structural flaws of the policy toward sexual misconduct, 
moving forward. These are: staging an open, accessible town hall for students to voice concerns to 
administrators; a series of regular meetings between the Committee and PIXR organizers over 
summer recess; and a formal University report addressing each of our proposed reforms by the end of 
September. VP Calhoun would not sign a written commitment to fulfill these steps. While the Committees 
expressed a general desire for future dialogue, student organizers were denied permission to work with the 
Committee to create a timeline for moving forward with such a dialogue. 

However, VP Calhoun did verbally commit to producing the Committee’s own timeline by 
Wednesday at noon—both directly to organizers and in a public announcement.  Calhoun articulated 
during the meeting that our timeline for implementation meetings was “extremely reasonable,” and 
stated that her timeline would include public forums for students to voice concerns to administrators, 
meetings with organizers, and measures “beyond” a public report.   

On Tuesday, VP Calhoun verbally confirmed that plans for an open town hall meeting are 
underway.  The town hall will be held early next week. We are working directly with VP Calhoun to ensure 
that it will be inclusive, safe, and productive. Survivors have been through a tremendous amount of emotional 
labor over the past week - we deserve meaningful action, not merely another opportunity for University officials 
to position themselves as receptive. 

Though President Eisgruber did not attend Monday’s meeting, he extended an invitation to six 
representatives to meet on Wednesday, May 15th. However, even that invitation came with caveats. He 
demanded that the meeting remain “off the record” and framed it as a “constructive conversation” rather than 
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negotiation. Eisgruber has also proposed to hold the meeting in Prospect House, which is not accessible 
to some students with disabilities. This is unacceptable. Increased accessibility in spaces that serve 
survivors and in the University as a whole is a key component of our calls to action. A meeting will only take 
place if it is adequately accessible to students with disabilities. 

We will continue to demonstrate until Vice President Calhoun and President Eisgruber commit in 
writing to a specific schedule for action, in line with the values they claim to share.  This schedule must treat this 
issue with the urgency it deserves. The Committee claimed to agree that sexual violence is a campus epidemic. 
We believe such an epidemic requires immediate action, intersectional solutions, and constant centering of 
survivors’ voices in order to move forward productively. We will not accept years of bureaucratic delays.   

We call upon the student body to join us in holding the University accountable to its promises, and in 
making campus a more supportive place for survivors. Join us at 12pm, May 15th to receive Vice President of 
Student Life Calhoun’s response.  


